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Semester V

Course: 03

Course Code:

Title of the Course: Women’s Writing in the Twentieth Century
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Marks: 100
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Women’s Writing in the Twentieth Century 4 14| - [230|75]| 25 |100
Objectives:

To introduce students to some of the key texts of women’s writing from across the world
To familiarize students to important concepts, perspectives and debates related to
women’s writing

To acquaint students about the significant ways that the acknowledgement of gender as a
distinct category in literary writing has transformed literature studies in the twentieth
century

To enable students to connect to the temporal and spatial contexts of the prescribed texts
in their analysis and appraisals

Learning outcomes:

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

Appreciate and critically evaluate the distinct nature and experience that women’s writing
articulates

Be able to negotiate with some of the fundamental questions related to gender and its
interconnectedness to other categories like class, race, religion and community




No. of
. . . teaching | Weightage
Unit Topic and Details g _g g
hours in %
assigned
I e Concepts, notions and debates surrounding the category 40%
called women’s writing and criticism
e Significant ways that women’s writing questions and
reshapes literary canons
e Female, feminist and feminine as distinct definitions.
(Reference: Elaine Showalter “Towards a Feminist
Poetics”, Toril Moi Sexual/Textual Politics: Feminist
Literary Theory).
e Different forms and genres employed by women writers
e Retrieving lost texts, traditions and legacies as an
important project in women’s writing and criticism
e Significant women writers from the Anglo-American
tradition: Virginia Woolf, Toni Morrison, Maya Angelou,
Margaret Atwood, Doris Lessing, Nadine Gordimer, etc.
e Women writers from India: Kamala Markandaya, Anita
Desai, Nayantara Sahgal, Arundhati Roy, Urmila Pawar,
Bama, Mahasweta Deuvi, etc.
] The Women of Brewster Place (1982) by Gloria Naylor 35%
Il | Sultana’s Dream (1905) by Rokheya Sakhawat Hossain 25%
Evaluation Scheme:
Internal Examination 25 marks
1. Short notes on Unit | 10 marks
2. Assignment on any one of the prescribed novels 15 marks
External Examination 75 marks
Obijective questions on Unit | 25 marks
Reference to context (3 out of 5) 15 marks




Essay type questions on Units Il & 111 (2 out of 4) 20 marks
Short notes on the Novels (3 out of 5) 15 marks
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